	
  

SCRIPT	
  How	
  to	
  Use	
  JAINpedia	
  in	
  the	
  Classroom	
  
Hello and welcome to another in the series of videos which explores how the
JAINpedia project can help teachers and young people learn about the faith of
Jainism. In this video we will be exploring how the JAINpedia website can help
teachers and older pupils discover more about the faith of Jainism.

JAINpedia	
  website	
  
JAINpedia has drawn together into one digital space the collections of manuscripts
and other works of art held by museums and libraries across the country, such as
the British Library and the Victoria and Albert Museum. Most of these items have not
been on public view before. This in itself makes JAINpedia an invaluable resource
for both teachers and young people. However, along with images of the manuscripts
there is an article, which provides plenty of context. Selected manuscripts also have
transliterations and translations. There are glossaries, pronunciation guides and
reading lists. All of this can help teachers learn more about the faith of Jainism in
preparation for teaching in the classroom.

Manuscripts	
  
Let’s look at one of the manuscripts to see what’s available.
Go to:
www.jainpedia.org/manuscripts/detail-view-meta/manuscript/lilavati-or-13457/homage-tosarasvati-1.html

Tabs allow users to
discover more about the
background
to
this
manuscript, along with
both a transliteration
and translation of the
text.
The digitised image can
be explored in detail
with a zoom facility and
can be either printed off
or downloaded.
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Themes	
  
In much the same way that
religious education can be
largely based on themes,
JAINpedia is divided into
four themes.
The
‘People’
section
explores the lives and
beliefs of the Jinas or
Tirthamkaras and how
Jains are inspired by their
example in their own lives.
The ‘Principles’ section
looks at the main principles
of Jainism, especially the
idea of non-violence; at the symbols prevalent in Jainism and the sacred writings of
the Jain faith. The third section is ‘Practices’, which concentrates on how Jains live
their faith through their everyday lives. The last part is ‘Places’ and this looks at
where Jains practise their faith, from grand temple complexes to shrines in the
home.

Example	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  JAINpedia	
  website	
  
Festivals play an important part
in the lives of all people of faith,
including Jains, and they also
provide a good point of reference
for teaching religious education
in schools. The JAINpedia
website has plenty of materials
on the main festivals that are
observed, all found in the
Practices theme of the website.
Divali is one of the most
important festivals celebrated by
Jains, alongside both Sikhs and
Hindus. Let’s find out what resources JAINpedia has on Divali so that if teachers
wanted to teach their pupils about Divali they would be able to see how Jains
celebrate this event.
The easiest way is to click on the link to the Practices section and then follow the link
to Divali in the right-hand column. Here teachers can find an article exploring the
significance of Divali to Jains; a picture gallery; a reading list; links to other websites
and a glossary.
Another way to get to a specific article is to enter the key word, such as Divali, as a
search term and then to explore through the content type on the right.
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Other	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  curriculum	
  
Of course, JAINpedia can also be used for the teaching of other
subjects apart from religious education. Art and design lessons
can be inspired by some of the rich decoration and symbolism
in the digitised manuscripts, and literacy lessons can draw on
the same images to encourage both descriptive and imaginative
writing.
Images of the 14 dreams of Mahavir’s mother, such as this one
to the left, provide an excellent starting point for both a retelling
of a classic Jain tale and illustrations of the story.
Go to:
www.jainpedia.org/manuscripts/detail-view-meta/manuscript/kalpa-sutra-or-13700/trisalas-14dreams-1.html

We hope that teachers will find the world of JAINpedia an inspiration for finding new
ways to teach religious education in the classroom and that it will also provide pupils
with a greater knowledge and understanding of the lives and beliefs of Jains, both in
Britain and around the world.
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